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1 NINKING
out Of the box

Where most tropical beach resorts tend to follow a common
theme of wood and local architectural influences, Casa de la
Flora breaks from the pack with its ‘concrete cube’ approach

TEXT: PHOEBE LIU
PHOTOGRAPHY : COURTESY OF VASLAB ARCHITECTURE
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he tropical majesty of coastal Khao Lak on the shores of the Andaman Sea seems an unlikely
setting for an ode to the angular geometries of Brutalist architecture. Casa de la Flora, the
brainchild of businessman Sompong Dowpiset, is a 36-villa resort which nonetheless applies a
distinct sensitivity to the adjacent landscape and local flora, making the VaSLab Architects-
designed hotel Khao Lak's only resort offering contemporary architecture and design.

Created by Vasu Virajsilp and Boonlert Deeyuen, founders of Bangkok-based VaSLab
Architects, Casa de la Flora is a vision of Brutalism, its linear planes evocative of a Le Corbusier
edifice. Collaborating closely with the owner, VaSLab has produced a hideaway which unifies
nature with sophisticated design. With the overall form of each building representing bold,
controlled yet calming characteristics, the architects successfully eschewed traditional notions of
beachfront hospitality, instead choosing to craft a space as striking as it is humble.

Struck by the 2004 tsunami, the preservation of the recovering Khao Lak coastline reigned
supreme in the development of the hotel's progressive eco-credentials. Solar cell pads are fully, yet
unobtrusively integrated into the resort's design, while elsewhere rainwater is collected and used as
a water reserve. Responding to the organic nature of the immediate vicinity, dialogue is created
between the resort and its backdrop, accomplished by opening up the space through partially
uncovered public areas and the invitation of indigenous plant life into the fore.

Despite this exposure to the elements, privacy is paramount. With just 36 villas, ranging from a two-
bedroom beachfront pool villa to the Casa Presidential suite anchoring the main building, the site layout
is optimised to offer maximum privacy and solitude. Most villas are buttressed by topiary conceived by
landscape designers Trop, while all feature a private pool and secluded patios or balconies.
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An integral ingredient of VaSLab's aesthetic
formula is concrete, omnipresent throughout the
structures. Angular but never piercing, each
monolithic, glass-fronted villa fosters the
architects’ objective to obscure any barriers
between guests and the surrounding location. “It
was our aim to allow guests to experience the
environment from inside out,” says Virajsilp of
the villas' glass facades, which widen the
perspective frames when looking outward to the
sea. Natural materials such as teakwood temper
the minimalist interiors, augmented by
monochromatic schemes and lighting designed
by APLD. In the bathrooms meanwhile, beige
Italian quartz sets the stage for ample bathtubs
offering an alternative to outdoor rains showers.

Playing with a long, compressed space,
VaSLab's skilfully-constructed foyer brings in
the open sky behind the lobby walls. The
peaceful rooftop terrace of La Arunya
restaurant offers extensive ocean views and a
similar atmosphere is found in the light-filled
library, where the abundant greenery of the
outdoor gardens is in view.

The fourth hotel in Sompong's empire, Casa
de la Flora is an exercise in combining
celebrated Thai hospitality with progressive
architecture. "At Casa de la Flora, we are
combining the oldest Thai traditions with
contemporary design,” he says, having worked
directly with the design teams of all his
properties in order to fully accomplish his
vision. His vision for Casa de la Flora is simple: a
private sanctuary where the pervading
philosophy is ‘rest and relaxation'.
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